Hemifacial spasm caused by a venule: case report.
The syndrome of hemifacial spasm occurs as a consequence of compression, almost universally by blood vessels, of the root entry zone of the facial nerve. The vascular compression is usually obvious at operation, but may be subtle. The author describes a case in which a venule running in an anterior-posterior direction across the caudal aspect of the root entry zone of the facial nerve, which was thought to be causing the spasm, was coagulated and divided. A small, more distal arteriole, probably not contributory, was decompressed away from the nerve. After operation, the patient improved gradually, and she remains free of facial spasm or weakness. This is the most subtle vascular compression seen by the author and his colleagues in over 400 microvascular decompressions for hemifacial spasm.